RI State Senators O'Neill and Maher evaluate flood damage with Red Cross 
PROVIDENCE, RI – State Senators Edward O’Neill (Independent-District 17) and Francis Maher, Sr., (District 34) worked with Red Cross teams over Easter weekend in helping to get services and fresh water to neighborhoods that were hit hardest by recent flooding. O'Neill and Maher were also on hand to evaluate the extensive damage in the affected areas.

Senators O'Neill and Maher went through a Red Cross training program to prepare for the work in the flooded neighborhoods. The senators were part of a group of 11 people who responded to a call for volunteers and who gave up part of the Easter holiday with their families to continue the damage assessments through the weekend. 

The Red Cross moved quickly into various trouble spots around the state to assess damage to homes and businesses from the recent flooding . To date, about 1,100 residences have been evaluated, covering about 60 percent of the estimated total. The field assessments  are used by the Red Cross and other agencies like FEMA in determining resources needed to best serve the residents.

 “This activity serves us in two ways,” said Sen. O’Neill, “We're able to help the Red Cross in gathering this important information, and it gives us a very compelling, first-hand look at the damage and disruption in peoples' lives. It’s so much better that relying on secondhand information or media reports.”

The damage assessments were to continue until all affected areas are covered. The local American Red Cross of Rhode Island chapter and scores of volunteers continued working in the communities providing clean-up kits, comfort supplies, snacks and water. Volunteers are also providing mental health services, first aid and health services on an individual basis as needed.


